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This year, it was reported that 3.96 billion people currently

use social media worldwide.

Globally, the average time a person spends on social

media a day is 2 hours and 24 minutes – that means if

someone signed up at 16 and lived to 70, they would spend

5.7 years of their life scrolling, viewing and consuming

content. 

In this day and age, social media has become one of the

primary ways that people engage with one another. So for

businesses, it is essential to participate in social media and

become apart of the conversation. 

Social Media: A Free Marketing Tool

Social media offers the ability to connect with patrons and

add value by entertaining, educating, and supporting them. 

By using social media as a marketing tool, businesses are

meeting patrons where they are to share with the

communities, connect with the people in them, and keep

them informed. 
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 Why summer reading is important:

When it comes to deciding what to post, you should begin

by creating content pillars. 

Content Pillars are specific topics relevant to your

audience. 

Content pillars are a useful way to present content in an

organized and digestible way. By centering your content

creation strategy around these pillars, you are ensuring that

your community is being provided with information in a way

that they are used to seeing and that they can rely on your

page to provide. 

If you are trying to promote your library’s summer

reading program, some examples of content pillars

might include: 

1.

Content that falls under this pillar could include statistics,

studies, or additional information that explains the benefits

of having children participate in library summer reading

programs. 
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2. Library Happenings: 

This kind of content can range from weekly events taking

place at your library such as author visits, readings,

community fundraisers, job/book fairs, and so on. 

3. Book Recommendations: 

This content could be used to share reviews or lists of the

latest books that your audience might be interested in. 

4. Fun Library Facts:

You might want to share fun or interesting facts related to

your library or libraries in general to keep your followers

entertained.

5. Summer Reading Program Specific with Calls to

Action:

This content would provide your audience with all the

information that they need to know about specific

programming that your library is offering and might provide

an attached link which leads them to where they can sign

up for these programs.

 
 

Engaging Content (con't)
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Pro Tip: Post Consistently

The number one thing to remember when using social

media as a marketing tool is that consistency is key. 

The Rule of 7 states that someone needs to see a message

at least seven times before they will take action with that

product or service. So being consistent in how you share

your content and engage with audiences is essential. 

Using a Content Calendar 

A Content Calendar is an excel sheet that you can use to

help you map out the information you share and ensure

that there is a mix of content pillars. This is also a helpful

tool because it provides an overview of how consistently

you’re posting content on your page. 

How to “Set it & Forget it” 

In order to ensure that content is going out consistently,

there are certain precautions you can take in order to set

your content on a schedule and not worry about it

afterwards. One key component to setting it and forgetting

it is to create content approximately two weeks in

advance. This way, it is not necessary to create and post

content on a day to day basis.

Engaging Content (con't) 
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Log in to your library’s Facebook and go to your profile

page. 

On the left hand side of the page is a side bar where

you will see “Facebook Publishing Tools”.

When you click on “Facebook Publishing Tools”, you will

be taken to a page that shows you all of your published

content. 

Here, you will have the option to connect your Library’s

Instagram and Facebook accounts. Doing so will allow

you to view all of your posted content on both

platforms. 

For posting content in advance, you will click the

“Scheduled” tab next to the published tab. 

If you have advanced content created that you would

like to upload later, you can enter it into here and set a

specific time and date and Facebook will automatically

post that content for you. This is a very useful feature

that will help make posting consistently easier. 

Having a presence on the Facebook platform is a critical

element in keeping your community informed and up to

date on everything happening at your library. One huge

advantage of using Facebook is that it includes

various publishing tools that help make your life much

easier in terms of posting consistently. 

Facebook Creator Studio
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Our brain only needs 1/10 of a second to understand an

image. Reading 200-250 words takes an average of

60 seconds. 

Content with relevant images gets 94% more views

than content without relevant images.

Facebook posts with images get over 3.2x more

engagement than those without images. 

Why Should You Include Images or Videos in Your

Posts? 

 

Creating Content with
Images or Videos
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Understand Lighting 

Capture photos using natural light or use a ring

light to make sure items or people you are shooting

are well lit. 

Watch Your Angles

Take photos from a different angle - try a lower or

higher viewpoint. 

Take Multiple Shots 

Capture multiple images to choose the best later. 

Attention to Detail 

Don’t be afraid to get in close with your camera

and capture interesting detail’s.

Photography Tips 

 

Creating Content with
Images or Videos

 

PageTurnerAdventures.com

https://pageturneradventures.com/


Make Sure You Are Well Lit

Avoid overhead lighting, harsh lighting and lighting

from behind you. 

Use a Sample Background

Avoid a messy or distracting background area. 

Prioritize Crisp, Clear Audio

Make sure there are no other sounds in the

background. 

Avoid Shaky Footage

Use a tripod or set up your camera on a sturdy

surface if possible. 

Follow the Rule of Thirds

Imagine that there’s a 3-by-3 grid laid over the

field you’re filming - place your subject’s eye line

along the top of the grid. 

Videography Tips 

 

Creating Content with
Images or Videos
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Apps for Creating
Content

Canva

Canva is an easy-to-use program to create

visual graphics for things such as book

recommendations, program promotions, or

national holidays.  

LightRoom

Adobe's Lightroom product is a tool that lets you

organize and edit photos. Since social media is

all about visuals, it's critical that your library's

social media accounts showcase vibrant photos. 

Sliders, filters, and many other features make

Lightroom a user-friendly tool to create beautiful

photos even if you don't have much editing

experience. 

With the free version of Lightroom Mobile, you

can capture, sort, edit, and share photos on your

mobile device even without an Adobe Creative

Cloud subscription.

There are many apps available to help you create

content on-the-go. 
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Inshot

Inshot is an all-in-one visual content editing app

that allows you to create videos, edit photos, and

create image collages. 

The app has plenty of other features too. You

can trim video clips, change the speed of your

footage, and add filters, music, and text. 

Inshot has both free and paid versions. 

Unfold 

Described as "a toolkit for storytellers", Unfold is

an iOS and Android app that helps you create

beautiful templates for Instagram stories,

bringing your creative visions to life.

 It's an ideal app for lifestyle brands who want to

create stylish collages to keep their social media

accounts on-brand and receive the maximum

amount of engagement from followers. 

Unfold is available for Android and iPhone and is

free but contains in-app purchases. Those

purchases are template sets that you can use in

your Instagram stories.

 

Apps for Creating Content
(con't)
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Apps for Creating Content
(con't)

Sprout Social 

As a social media management platform, Sprout

helps businesses organize their content calendar

and assets in one place. 

This allows you to publish and schedule your

content across multiple platforms, all timed to

perfection based on when your followers are

most active. 

It provides customer relationship management

(CRM) features. Having a complete profile of

your customers help you serve them better and

build stronger relationships with them.

You can try Sprout Social for free with a 30-day

trial.
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Marketing Ideas
 

 A picture is worth a thousand words: use engaging

images to capture interest. 

 Keep your content’s copy short, sweet, and to the

point. 

 Have a “call to action”: what do you want your

patrons to do? Come to a program? Sign up for

summer reading? Click on a link? Make your

intentions clear and concise.

 Don’t use too many fonts. 

 Use lots of white space. 

 Try to use a consistent color palette. 

 Include the Library’s contact information and social

media links on all of your materials.

When creating marketing materials, keep in mind: 

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
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Suggested Physical Materials
 for Summer Reading Marketing

Bookmarks (with all of the library’s contact

information and sign-up information) – a separate

bookmark for each program is ideal. 

Banners

Flyers

Staff buttons: “Ask Me About Summer Reading”

Posters (in multiple sizes if possible)

Yard signs

Coloring sheets

 

Community and School Engagement

Community Bulletin Boards (City Hall, DMV, etc.)

Boys and Girls Clubs

Chamber of Commerce

Parks and Rec Departments

Supermarkets

Dance Schools

Karate Schools

Daycare Centers

Coffee Shops
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Community and School
Engagement (con't)

Create a short video about your program for the

students, let them know about all the fun things you

have going on this summer and how they can sign up

Leave flyers and posters with schools

Engage with the PTA, media specialists, and reading

specialists

Many schools have Facebook groups where teachers

and parents share information which is a great place

to talk about Summer Reading

Collaborate with afterschool programs on messaging

Talk to public schools, private schools, dance schools,

karate schools, music schools, sports programs, camps,

etc.

Letting schools know about your program is one of the

best ways to get the word out about summer reading!

Here are some ideas of locations to share your

information:
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Was This GuideWas This Guide  
HelpfulHelpful  
To You?To You?

Want to know more?

Follow & Connect with us:

@pageturneradventures

Page Turner Adventures

 Or, visit PageTurnerAdventures.com
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